Easter Sunday 12" April 2020

SUNDAY MASS
Suspended until further notice.

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
By appointment.

Public Mass, Public Liturgy,
Sacraments and Parish
gatherings in the Diocese of
Galloway have been suspended
until further notice.

PARISH ADDRESS
Father Duncan McVicar
St Peter’s Presbytery

1 South Crescent Road
Ardrossan, KA22 8DU
duncan.mcvicar@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

PARISH WEBSITE
www.saintpeterinchains.net
www.saintpeterinchains.co.uk

PARISH OFFICE
01294 464063
ardrossan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
07722 246169

[if necessary, leave a message
and your contact details|

St Peter’s in Chains,
Ardrossan is a Parish
of the RC Diocese of
Galloway.

Scottish Charity
Registration Number

e/

b
SC 010576 QU

PLEASE TAKE YOUR COPY
OF THE PARISH BULLETIN
HOME WITH YOU.

We are Easter People!

First off, | want to wish everyone a very blessed and a most wonderful Easter! So -
Happy Easter! Finally it is Easter! | love Easter! As we celebrate this special day
and season we are reminded that WE NEED TO BE AN EASTER PEOPLE!!! That
is, people who know that Jesus is alive and He is not dead and because HE lives, so
shall we live forever! We need to tell our faces this! St. Augustine said we need to
be an “Alleluia People” from the top of our heads to the bottom of our toes. We do
so much during the Lenten Season to do Penance, we now need to do something that
will make us grow in this most important season of Easter. Easter reminds us of the
six things that every Catholic is called to do: “Share with others the joy of
knowing Jesus Christ, Pray, Celebrate the sacraments regularly, Love my neighbour
as myself, use the gifts that I’ve been given wisely, and forgive as I have been
forgiven”.

Be not afraid! These are the words that God speaks to us again and again through
His Holy Word. Be not afraid. Why? Because He is with us! He is in us! We need to
breathe Him in and be still with Him, even in the midst of all the fear and
uncertainty around us. As it says on a sign in front of the Tabernacle in St Peter’s:
"Be still and know that I AM God!" (Psalm 46:10) The Lord is calling us to hand
everything over to Him, to let Him be God, to give Him full control over our lives
and our future. In His arms is our peace!

I would encourage you to use this time to be with the Lord, to allow Him to hold
you each day. He must be your first love, as you are His. Spend time each day with

| His Word - more than the news on TV! There He will reveal Himself to you in a

very intimate way.

Allow yourself to be so grateful to be able to spend time with your family. Love
them, and appreciate them, and treasure the time you get to spend with them, even

= though you might all drive each other nuts! (Just think, you could have to live with

me - you are blessed!)

If you are alone or your family is not in the area, remember that you are never alone
- Jesus and the angels and saints are with you. Claim His promise: "So do not fear,
for | AM WITH YOU; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. | will strengthen
you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand." (Isaiah 41:10)
You are NEVER alone!

Okay, I am not going to lie; this is going to be a hard Easter without a physical
congregation, and | know it is going to be even harder for you! Do please have a
look at our websites and our weekly Bulletin to keep the contact alive. There are
many opportunities for the live-streaming of Holy Mass.

The truth of the Resurrection at Easter lead us to the PROMISE Fulfilled that: Love
is Stronger than Hate; Light is stronger than the Darkness; and Life is stronger than
Death! In the end, Jesus wins and we win in Him! We are Easter People. Please
know that you are in my daily prayers and | ask you to remember me in your daily
prayers as well. | count on them! Happy Easter!

God Bless you
Father Duncan Why did the Easter egg hide?

He was a little chicken!
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Easter Octave 2020

April 2020

Thought for the Day
St Peter-in-Chains, Ardrossan Taken from a wonderful spiritual classic

Father Duncan McVicar 'Searching for and Maintaining Peace' by Jacques Philippe.
We pray for the gift of inner peace in this time of pandemic

Easter
Sunday
12" April

Easter Sunday - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish.

“It is essential for us to come to understand that the way to God and the perfection that is demanded of us is shorter and
more efficacious, markedly easier too, when one has learned, little by little, how to conserve, in all circumstances, a
profound peace of heart. Because then the heart allows itself to be driven by the Holy Spirit and God is able to do more
with it by His grace than the heart could do by its own efforts... It is of the greatest importance that we strive to acquire
and maintain an interior peace, the peace of our hearts. “

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Monday
13™ April

Monday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, Pamela Devine (RD) and Joe Howie (RD)

“The more our soul is peaceful and tranquil, the more God is reflected in it, the more His image expresses itself in us,
the more His grace acts through us. On the other hand, if our soul is agitated and troubled, the grace of God is able to
act only with much greater difficulty...How can | communicate this peace to others, if | myself do not have it? How can
there be peace in families, in societies, between individual people, if there is no peace first in peoples’ hearts?..
Acquiring and maintaining interior peace, which is impossible without prayer, should consequently be considered a
priority for everybody, above all for those who claim to want to do good for their neighbour. Otherwise, more often than
not they would simply be communicating their own restlessness and distress.”

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Tuesday
14™ April

Tuesday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, Joseph Murray (RD) and John Mullen (RD)

“One of the most common strategies of the devil in his efforts to distance us from God and to slow our spiritual progress
is to attempt to cause the loss of our interior peace. Here is what Dom Lorenzo Scupoli, one of the great spiritual
masters of the 16th century, who was highly esteemed by Saint Francis de Sales, said: ‘The devil does his utmost to
banish peace from one’s heart, because he knows that God abides in peace and it is in peace that He accomplishes
great things.”

"Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Wednesday
15™ April

Wednesday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, Seamus Reilly Snr. (RD) and Pauline Grear (RD)
“The goodwill, the habitual determination to always say “yes” to God, in the great things as in the small, is a sine qua
non for interior peace. As long as we have not acquired this determination, a certain uneasiness and sadness will not
cease to abide in us — the uneasiness of not loving God as much as He invites us to love Him, and the sadness of still
not having given all things to God. Because the man who has given his will to God has, in a certain fashion, already
given Him everything. We cannot truly be at peace as long as our hearts have not found their unity and our hearts
cannot be unified until all our desires are subordinated to the desire to love God, to please Him and to do His will.”

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Thursday
16™ April

Thursday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, John McLaughlin (S) and Michael MacLean (RD)
“In order that abandonment might be authentic and engender peace, it must be total. We must put everything, without
exception, into the hands of God, not seeking any longer to manage or “to save” ourselves by our own means: not in the
material domain, nor the emotional, nor the spiritual. We cannot divide human existence into various sectors: certain
sectors where it would be legitimate to surrender ourselves to God with confidence and others where, on the contrary,
we feel we must manage exclusively on our own. And one thing we know well: all reality that we have not surrendered to
God, that we choose to manage by ourselves without giving carte blanche to God, will continue to make us more or less
uneasy.”

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Friday
17™ April

Friday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, Bridget McLellan (A) and John Craig (RD)
“Abandonment inevitably requires an element of renunciation and it is this that is most difficult for us. We have a natural
tendency to cling to a whole host of things: material goods, affections, desires, projects, etc. and it costs us terribly to let
go of our grip, because we have the impression that we will lose ourselves in the process, that we will die. Saint John of
the Cross expresses this same truth in other terms: ‘All things were given to me from the moment when | no longer
sought them."

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

Saturday
18™ April

Saturday within the Octave of Easter -

Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass privately for the Parish, Andrena Donnelly(RD)and George McDowall (RD)
“With regard to what we have just considered, it is important to know how to unmask a frequent and very clever trick of
the devil to trouble and discourage us. Faced with certain goods that we possess (a material good, a friendship, an
activity that we enjoy, etc.), the devil, in an effort to prevent us from abandoning ourselves to God, causes us to imagine
that if we put everything in God’s hands, God will effectively take everything and “ruin” everything in our lives! And this
arouses a sense of terror that completely paralyses us. But we must not fall into this trap. Very frequently, on the
contrary, the Lord asks only an attitude of detachment at the level of the heart, a disposition to give Him everything. But
He doesn’t necessarily “take” everything.”

Please be assured of my daily prayers for you and your family. Father Duncan

St Peter’s Centre Bookings. Fiona & Michael Brown. Telephone: 01294 606424




> RECENTLY DEAD Please pray for the Repose of the Soul of John
McLaughlin. His Graveside Liturgy is on Friday, 17th April 2020 at 1pm (close family only)
at Ardrossan Cemetery. May he rest in peace and rise in glory!

> PARISH WEBSITES UPDATE Due to the lockdown and all its
consequences for us as a Parish Community, communication is becoming a real priority
and a real need. At the moment, we are blessed with two websites: The original St Peter’s
Website [thanks to George McGrattan] and the new Parish website [thanks to George
McGrattan and Colin Mulhern]. Both are up and running and provides valuable news
updates and resources for praying at home. If you can, please have a look and keep the
communication going in these difficult times. The latest Parish Bulletin is posted on both
websites. Please make it available to others. Thank you!

Not everything is cancelled.
Sun is not cancelled.

Spring is not cancelled
Friendships are not cancelled
Love is not cancelled.

Reading is not cancelled
Affection is not cancelled.
Music is not cancelled
Imagination is not cancelled
Kindness is not cancelled
Conversations are not cancelled
Hope is not cancelled.

Prayer is not cancelled

Easter is not cancelled!

Someone called Vivienne from Spain wrote the poem:

The earth whispered but you did not hear.

The earth spoke but you did not listen

The earth screamed but you turned her off. And so | was born...

| was not born to punish you... | was born to awaken you...

The earth cried out for help...

Massive flooding. But you didn't listen.

Burning fires. But you didn't listen.

Strong hurricanes. But you didn't listen.

Terrifying Tornadoes. But you didn't listen.

You still don't listen to the earth when.

Ocean animals are dying due to pollutants in the waters.

Glaciers melting at an alarming rate. Severe drought.

You didn't listen to how much negativity the earth is receiving.
Non-stop wars. Non-stop greed.

You just kept going on with your life...

No matter how much hate there was...

No matter how many killings daily...

It was more important to get that latest iPhone than worry about what
the earth was trying to tell you... But now | am here.

And I've made the world stop in its tracks.

I've made YOU finally listen. I've made you take refuge.

I've made you stop thinking about materialistic things..

Now you are like the earth... You are only worried about YOUR survival.
How does that feel?

| give you fever.. as the fires burn on earth.

| give you respiratory issues.. as pollution filled the earth’s air.

| give you weakness as the earth weakens every day.

| took away your comforts... Your outings.

The things you would use to forget about the planet and its pain.

And | made the world stop... And now...

China has better air quality.. Skies are clear blue because factories

are not spewing pollution unto the earth's air.

The water in Venice is clean and Because the gondola boats that
pollute the water are not being used.

YOU are having to take time to reflect on what is important in your life.
Again | am not here to punish you... | am here to Awaken you...

When all this is over and | am gone... Please remember these moments..
Listen to the earth. Listen to your soul.

Stop Polluting the earth. Stop Fighting amongst each other.

Stop caring about materialistic things. And start loving your neighbours.
Start caring about the earth and all its creatures. Start believing in a Creator.
Because next time | may come back even stronger....

Signed,
Coronavirus..

i Prayer for a Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
remember those most vulnerable.

May we who have the luxury
of working from home
remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or paying their rent.
May we who have flexibility to care for our
children when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those that have no safe place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
remember those who have no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap
our arms around each other, let us yet find ways
to be the loving embrace of God to our

neighbours. Amen.
Cameron Bellm

Some Humour - How True...

An American photographer on holiday was inside
Westminster Abbey taking photographs when he
noticed a golden telephone mounted on the wall
with a sign that read '£10,000 per call'. The
American, being intrigued, asked a minister who
was strolling by what the telephone was used for.
The minister replied that it was a direct line to
heaven and that for £10,000 you could talk to
God. The American thanked the priest and went
along his way. Next stop was in Lincoln. There, at
the cathedral, he saw the same golden telephone
with the same sign under it. He wondered if this
was the same kind of telephone he had seen in
London and he asked a nearby nun what its
purpose was. She told him that it was a direct line
to heaven and for £10,000 he could talk to God.
'0.K., thank you,' said the American. He then
travelled to York, Durham and Liverpool. In every
cathedral he saw the same golden telephone with
the same '£10,000 per call' sign under it. The
American, upon leaving the North of England
decided to travel to Scotland to see if the Scots
had the same phone. he arrived at St. Peter's in
Ardrossan, and again, as he entered the church,
there was the same golden telephone, but this
time the sign under it read '50 pence per call.'
The American was surprised so he asked the
priest about the sign. 'Father, I've travelled all
over England and I've seen this same golden
telephone in many churches. I'm told that it is a
direct line to heaven, but in England the price was
£10,000 per call. Why is it only 50 pence here?"'
The priest smiled and answered, 'You're in
Scotland now, son... it's a local call,’
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McLAUGHLIN CONSTRUCTION

Construction* Developments*Maintenance*Property
13Ailsa Road, Irvine Industrial Estate, Irvine, KA12 8LR
Telephone 01294 322800 Fax 01294 322700

BRISBANE HOUSE
HOTEL

Exclusive Wedding Venue by the sea!

Our Brisbane Suite & our Restaurant &

e Weddings ® Wedding Anniversaries
® Retirement parties ® Birthday parties
e Christenings *® First Communions
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DEL GRECO'S CAFE
Saltcoats
Opposite Post Office
Good coffee served
in pleasant surroundings

BUTE SERVICE CENTRE LLP

MOTs For CARS,VANS & BIKES

DEALER LEVEL DIAGNOSTICS

REPAIRS & SERVICING FOR OLD & NEW VEHICLES
25 Harbour Road, Ardrossan TEL: 01294 603556

TAYLOR AND HENDERSON

Solicitors, Estate Agents
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51 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
Telephone: 01294 464341
www .taylorandhenderson.co.uk

BRENDAN TUMILTY
Painter & Decorator
Interior and exterior
No job too big or too small
Telephone 469078
Mobile 07810 148825

48 Princes Street Ardrossan, KA22 SDF
Tel: 01294 537900

A. & I. INGLIS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

info@inglisfuneraldirectors.com
www.inglisfuneraldirectors.com

PAT M cCALLUM
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TEL: 01294 467495
Mos: 07785 372715

reen
Roofing

Tel: 01294 464733
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6 Hill Street, Ardrossan, KA22 sHE
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16 - 70 seat coaches
Coach & Mini-bus hire

® COAST TO COAST

Travel

Tel: 01294 602669
www.coachtravel.co

TOPSEAL

JAS CAMPBELL & CO.

SoLiciTorRs NOTARIES ESTATE AGENTS
www.jascampbell.co.uk
email mail@jascampbell.co.uk
Bank of Scotland Buildings
57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats 464301/4
85 Main Street, West Kilbride 829599
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan 464131
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Saltcoats Funeralcare
24 Hour SErvice ~ Howme VisiTs

16 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
TEL: 01294 469359

WWW.COOp.CO.uk
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NARDUCCI ANTIQUES
Selling furniture?
Clearing House?
Saltcoats 461687

11 Waterside Street, Largs

01475 672612

McEvoy

Mc

Steel Fabrication & Welding | Integrated Engineering Solutions

Tel: 01294 467677
www.mcevoyengineering.co.uk
Unit 53, Stevenston industrial Estate, Ardeer, Stevenston

Engineering Ltd.

Our Advertisers would welcome your
support. We are grateful for their
continuing sponsorship.
We are grateful for the support of Mr &
Mprs Sohal, Nisa Stores, Glasgow Street, for
the weekly donation of tea, coffee and milk
Jor the Sunday teas.

McEvoy Engineering Ltd.
M J McDermott
0 Plumbing & Heating
Gas Safe Registered
Mob: 07977628117
Tel: 01294 602261

mjmedplumbing@aol.com / Facebook

Assembly, Kitchens, Repairs & Alterations.

P&S JOINERS
All types of joiner work carried out Doors
& Locks, Laminate Floors, Flat Pack

Contact Paul.
Mob. 07763021911 or 01294 608624




