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Introduction

This little booklet wishes to convey some of the vision and 
inspiration about the priesthood of Jesus Christ from the charism of 
Father Joseph Kentenich (1885-1968), founder of the International 
Schoenstatt Movement whose cause for beautification is presently 
being pursued.

These pages look into the identity of the Catholic priesthood. Far 
from being a comprehensive study, this booklet simply casts a few 
“rays of light” on some of the most crucial facets of the priesthood 
that are particularly relevant today.

The concrete occasion for these thoughts were two solemn Masses 
of Thanksgiving held by newly ordained priests at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA. Father Kentenich 
was the pastor of this small Parish Family from 1959 to1965 and 
was asked to give the sermon on these two occasions.

Extracts from these sermons of November 3, 1963 and February 7, 
1965 have been fused together here to form a more coherent whole. 

May these thoughts and words help inspire new appreciation for the 
identity and the mission of today’s priests in our Church and society.



chapter one
Memories, Longings, Church Today

If I would now ask you: “Why this sudden interest in the 
Thanksgiving Mass of a new priest?”, what answer would you give 
me? Various ones, I suppose. Some would probably tell me about 
their memories of earlier times, others about how it reminds them of 
past longings, and still others about the importance of today’s 
celebration for the world of today.

Memories of earlier times. This thought comes naturally to mind. 
Those of us who already know what a priest’s First Mass is like from 
a parish in the “Old Country” will be reminded of the deep 
experiences that go with it, and be reminded of how not only the 
home parish but also the neighboring parishes joined in to help. 
They will obviously cherish the hope that such a first Mass here in 
our German congregation across the seas will bring similar 
experiences and similar graces. This thought and sentiment is firm 
proof that religion and Church have not yet perished in our souls.

For others, as I have said, this day will be a reminder of past 
longings, longings that were probably shared by many of the 
Catholic families in our old home towns. It is the longing that at least 
one priestly vocation, or at least one vocation to the religious life, a 
brother or sister, should come from every Catholic family. We, too, 
might have cherished this longing while we were still in Europe. And 
if it stirs in us again today, what cause for joy! Why shouldn’t the 
grace which was granted to so many families in the past not be 
granted again today? To be sure, when we think of our struggle for 
survival and the spirit of the world we live in here, we are tempted to 
think that these longings are a thing of the past. And still, God is 
free; he can still work miracles today, can awaken in us the same 
longing for our children and our children’s children.



The Priest in the World of Today

Finally, as I said before, others will be reminded of the importance of 
the priest in the world of today, of the importance of this priest and 
the Catholic priesthood in the world of today...

I wouldn’t be surprised if this event urges us - each of us without 
exception in one way or another - to make a comparison. Namely, 
each of us bears a “secret image” of what a modern priest should be 
in the hidden depths of our soul. It is an ideal which has been 
formed by all the experiences we have had with all the priests we 
know! That includes the positive and the negative experiences.

Let’s look at the positive experiences. These positive experiences 
have left their mark on the shape and form of our ideal of a priest. 
Negative. We want to erase from this image everything which taints 
it. And that is the secret image we bring with us today. Consciously 
or unconsciously, this may stir the question in our souls: will this new 
priest, once he becomes our pastor, at least partially embody this 
ideal, the ideal of a priest, the ideal of the priest in the modern 
world?

Once again, what does this vision look like? I don’t think I will be too 
far off the mark if I add that its colour and form largely coincide with 
what modern authors and filmmakers repeatedly, even urgently, 
present to us as the ideal of the priest. The world of today is running 
away from God, running away from Christ. And yet, oddly enough, 
the priest is not an indifferent figure in the thinking and feeling of 
modern public opinion, but appears unusually often in the 
foreground and at the focus of attention.

What does the world of today expect of the priest? Here we find 
different ideals presented over and over again. At the very least they 
are the expression of a longing... Which longing does the world 
have when it thinks about the priest, the Catholic priest? Does not 
this longing coincide more or less with the secret longing which we 
carry in our own hearts?



At Home in the Lord

On the one hand, we experience the deep admiration given to 
priests whose entire life stands out as that of an extraordinarily 
supernatural priest - completely at home in the Lord. There is a 
tremendous longing for such personalities in the world of today. It is 
the priest who stands with both feet on the ground of the 
supernatural reality. What is meant can be seen by observing, for 
instance, the attraction which St John Vianney, the Curé of Ars [1] 
exerts in the world of today. Men, priests, who are entirely at home 
in God and, to some extent, are even noted for “running away from 
the world.” Secret longings. The priest is often referred to as a “man 
of God,” i.e. a man standing entirely - and that in a world running 
away from God - with both feet on the ground of and on God’s side, 
and sees his task and mission of proclaiming the interests of God 
everywhere. And that not only in word, but especially through his 
entire being, through his entire attitude, through an ideal and 
exemplary life.

At Home in the World

The second image of a priest which arouses an extraordinary 
amount of interest today seems to partially contradict the first. It is 
not a priest running away from the world and running to God, but the 
priest who moves with ease in the world. Such a priest is at home in 
the world of today, “street wise” as it were, able to move in any 
surroundings without losing the features of the Eternal God which 
are written in his face and his entire person. We must be aware that 
this longing is rooted in a problem which all of us, swept away as we 
are by the current of modern life, helplessly try to resolve. Namely, 
we should enjoy the amenities of our culture, accept and find joy in 
the gifts which our culture offers us, and on the other hand should 
belong entirely to God! It is the difficult problem of bringing together 
the things of earth and the things of heaven, the difficult problem of 
giving ourselves unreservedly to God while keeping both feet firmly 
on the ground of modern life. 



A Priest of the People

A third image of the priest... is the priest whose interest is in ordinary 
people, the “people’s priest”... A priest who comes from the people, 
a priest who shares inside himself the needs and trials of ordinary 
people, especially their social affliction, the needs particular to their 
social standing, and one who takes upon himself the task of helping 
answer this need. The “people’s priest” is the uncommon ideal 
which appears on the horizon so often nowadays, mulled over time 
and time again by today’s books and films. It is the priest who feels 
his own weakness and helplessness... It is the story of a person 
who has succumbed to the passions of modern life and modern 
man, but also experienced Christ’s redemption and can pass on this 
redeeming grace to others...

Who is a Priest?

If for a moment I now turn away from ourselves and turn to our 
newly ordained priest and ask him, “What special joy could we give 
you on this day of celebration?”, what do you think he will answer? 
The greatest joy, I think, is if we all try to more deeply grasp what 
the mission of the Catholic priest is in the world of today.

Now if I, in your name, may try and fulfill this task, then I don’t want 
to offer you my own wisdom, but, as we have so often done and are 
wont to do, visit the “school” of the Apostle Paul. What he has to say 
about the mission of the Catholic priest is what we want to try and 
grasp with our hearts and especially try to apply to the world of 
today and the times in which we live - times which are confused, 
uneasy, and running away from God.

What does St. Paul tell us? True to form, he summarizes in a single 
magnificent statement everything which can be said about the 
mission of the priest. I will say it first in Latin and then offer a 
translation:

Omnis pontifex ex hominibus assumptus 
pro hominibus constituitur in iis, quae sunt ad deum (Heb 5,1).



In other words, “Each priest is taken from among men . . .”, not from 
among angels, must not be an angel, is taken from among men and 
not from among canonized or canonizable saints. Taken from 
among men! And to what end? “. . . For men . . .” - and not just for 
the one or the other but for all men and women without exception - “ 
. . . that they be led into the things which are of God,” educated so 
that they more deeply grasp their fundamental relationship to the 
living God, speak their inner “yes” to this relationship and live it out 
in their practical daily lives.

To put it differently, [the priest is called] to move all people- not just 
the one or the other person, the one or the other Catholic - to move 
all without exception, to use the words of Our Lord, to love God with 
all their hearts, with all their souls, and with all their strength (cf Mk 
12,30)....



chapter two
A Bridgebuilder

The first word we hear is “priest.” Paul means the priest in general. 
“Each priest” means that our new priest, the one we see here at our 
altar for the first time, is also included. But it is interesting that Paul 
does not use the normal word “priest” in this passage, but the more 
uncommon term “pontifex”. What does he mean by pontifex? It is 
already a first clue to the nature of the priestly mission. A pontifex is 
a “bridgebuilder” [2]. What task does a priest have? To build bridges. 
And which two “shores” need to be joined by these bridges? Today’s 
people and the living God. It is the task of the priest to bring God 
and man together in an indissoluble and intimate, a loving and 
lasting relationship with one another.

This is, of course, nothing new; it is in fact, quite trivial. And yet, to 
place this truth into the context of our tumultuous times is to know 
that we are living in times that are running away from God. Just 
think of our own lives, of our colleagues at work, of what we see on 
television. A world of fugitives from God! And what has happened to 
God himself? The words of one modern philosopher have captured 
the essence of these stark features in the profile of our age: “We 
have murdered the living God! Show me where he can be found, 
where he exists!” [3] The priest’s task is, in such an age, to 
transform the “fugitive” from God into a “child of God”, to make the 
“murdered God” come to life again for the sensitivities of modern 
humanity and to awaken an ardent, tender love for him! The priest - 
a bridgebuilder!

St Paul, after his own fashion, knows how to play with words. Since 
he is dealing here with an important function, an extraordinary 
mission, he is also playing with words to capture its full meaning. He 
speaks of the priest as the servant of Christ, the servant of God, the 
servant of people [4]. He speaks of the priest as the mediator 
between God and man. This is something we can understand, at 
least theoretically: someone who mediates between God and man. 
The priest takes up a position between the Eternal God and 
humankind.



What is he called to do? To bring the wisdom of God, the wisdom of 
the living God from God to people. What is he called to do? To bring 
the mercies of God, the mysteries of the living God to people as 
they are symbolically contained in the sacraments. And on the other 
hand - he is called to bring people’s wishes, people’s needs, 
people’s sins, people’s joys, people’s suffering to the God who is 
love.

Do we grasp the entire meaning of this? The priest is a man of God. 
His great mission is to bind everything together and join it with the 
living God. Such was his task in every era, but in our present age it 
is even more crucial - and difficult.

In the Service of Christ, the Priest

But what else does this mean? When we hear the word “mediator”, 
we immediately recall that we as Christians only know one Mediator. 
Who is that? It is Christ! The priest - to the extent that this title can 
be applied to him at all - is drawn by the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
into this one Mediation, into this attribute proper to Christ, the 
Eternal High Priest. We Christians have only one Priest and 
Mediator [5], and it is into the being and function of this one 
Mediator that the priest is drawn. After having been ordained, 
therefore, the priest who preaches is lending his voice to Christ. 
Christ speaks through the priest. When he administers the 
sacraments or consecrates the bread and wine during Mass, he is 
lending his mouth, lending his hands to the Eternal High Priest.

This explains why St. Paul so fondly repeats again and again: As 
priest it is no longer I who speak, but Christ who speaks in me; it is 
no longer I who act when I give the sacraments, but Christ who 
does all things in me [6]. It is therefore correct to say: A priest is 
priest by the grace of God and not by the grace of the people; 
certainly for the service of the people, but by the grace of God. It is 
God who elects the priest and draws him into his very self - into his 
priestly being and his priestly action.



So it is that we hear Our Lord speaking so emphatically, “It is not 
you who have chosen me, but I who have chosen you, that you 
might go forth and bear fruit, patiently bear fruit” (Jn 15,16). And 
again, “As the living Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20,21). 
In and through Christ the deepest roots of the mission of the 
priesthood lie ultimately in the Father. The priest is drawn into the 
life-stream of a mission. What Our Lord has received as a mission, 
the priest must continue until the end of time...



chapter three
A Father

There is an indirect question here which I would like to ask our new 
priest in the name of us all, namely, “What promise do you make to 
us? What is your answer to the secret longings of our hearts for a 
holy priest, for your success as a committed priest?”

This young man has already given us his answer. At the end of 
Mass, we only need to take one of his ordination cards. The front 
side shows the consecrated hands of a priest lifting up the 
consecrated chalice in sacrifice to the heavenly Father. The reverse 
side has a short but concise quote from the Old Testament. It reads: 
“I will be his father and he will be my son” (2 Sam 7,14). 

Where does this quote come from? From the Old Testament. They 
are the words of Yahweh, spoken to the house of David, a chosen 
house and a chosen race...

So what is the programme this new priest has chosen for his 
priesthood? Listen to the text once more and see it together with the 
symbol of the priest on the other side: I, the priest, will be to those 
entrusted to my care, a “father”. A father in the truest sense of the 
word, helping each spiritual son and daughter in fatherly spirit, so 
that Christ- who is likewise symbolized [in the hands] on the front 
side - may be formed in them as perfectly as possible to the glory of 
the Eternal Father (cf Gal 4,19). If I may be more clear, it is a unique 
programme, and at first glance it doesn’t seem to answer any of the 
problems mentioned above. But upon closer examination we will 
find that this ideal of a father encompasses and answers in its own 
way all the demands placed on the priesthood today.

The priest is a spiritual father. We are not talking about a biological 
fatherhood, but a supernatural one. I will be his spiritual father. It is a 
profession of fatherhood, of being a real father. And on what 
foundations do such a claim of spiritual fatherhood rest? On the 
essence of the Catholic priesthood. Through ordination the 
candidate is mysteriously drawn into the begetting power of God the 



Eternal Father. God’s only begotten Son was begotten from all 
eternity by the Eternal Father. Here I might add that God’s only 
begotten Son also became Man of the Virgin Mary, so that she is 
also bound up in this mystery of the Eternal Father - of the Father 
begetting Christ, but also of the part of the priest therein.

What is the priest’s task? To beget - by virtue of this participation in 
God’s fatherhood through Holy Orders - the mystical Christ and the 
sacramental Christ uncountable times. The priest begets the 
mystical Christ. We are that mystical Christ, all of us who are 
members of the mystical body of Christ. All of us participate in God’s 
life, a life which is begotten in us over and over again. How? 
Through the priestly working of the Catholic priest. Because of this, 
each Catholic priest can say in all truth, “I am the spiritual father of 
my flock.” It is a truth which cannot be shaken even in doubts and 
storms. 

St. Paul makes the same point at times. For instance, when he must 
reprove one of his congregations, he says: Don’t be put off by my 
admonishment, for I speak to you as my children! [7] On another 
occasion we hear him say clearly and firmly, “You may have a 
thousand teachers, but I am your father through the Gospel” (l Cor 
4,15). How? Through the functions which I take on for you as priest 
in the spirit of the Gospel. It is I who have begotten God’s life in you 
and therefore I who take on the responsibility again and again for its 
further depth and perfection.

In this spirit let us listen to the quote again: “I will be your spiritual 
father,” says our new priest - in the fullest sense of the word and in 
the full impact of the essence of the Catholic priesthood!

Everything for God’s People

This implies, of course, the enormous task of giving everything one 
is and has for one’s spiritual children - in the selfless attitude of the 
Eternal priest, even unto death. 



Again we hear the words of the Apostle Paul. Having so deeply 
experienced that he is father of his congregation, it goes without 
question that he takes on the attitude not only of a father - and this 
may surprise us at first - but also as a mother to his flock. In so 
doing he strikes a chord which we find reechoed through two 
millennia of Church history in each of her priests. We hear it in the 
words of St. Paul, “I suffer birth pangs . . . (Gal 4,19). What does he 
mean here? We recall how each mother with a child beneath her 
heart must give birth in the pains of labour. It is not as if Paul were 
saying, “I baptize you, forgive your sins, give you Holy Communion, 
but you are of no interest to me.” No! His is a strong, tender, and 
heartfelt interest: “I suffer birth pangs until Christ has been formed in 
you!” (Gal 4,19). “What does he mean by birth pangs? Quite 
apparently he bears all of his followers in his heart with the 
outspoken devotion of a father and mother, sacrificing himself for 
them again and again...

What is the reality behind this reality? The incredibly tender 
relationship on the deepest level of the soul between a priestly, a 
spiritual father and his spiritual sons and daughters. Identification 
with real people, with individuals. Identification - a kind of “fusion of 
hearts”, a kind of “exchange of hearts” between a spiritual father 
and his spiritual children which reaches deep into the soul and 
encompasses it entirely. The words, “I will be his father,” wish to 
embrace all that!

To give one last brief example, think of St. Francis de Sales [8]. It is 
something special to hear him say over and over again, “Within my 
breast does not only beat the heart of a father, but the heart of a 
mother as well!” For him it was simply taken for granted: Between a 
spiritual father and his spiritual children - whether they are spiritual 
daughters or spiritual sons - there is a mutual unity, a living “two-in-
oneness”! “Yes, the heart of a father beats within my breast, and 
because nothing is more important to me,” as he liked to add, “than 
that Christ come to full maturity in my spiritual children, I cannot do 
otherwise than be ready to bear and endure that they must go 
through suffering and carry heavy and heaviest crosses. There is no 
way around it. Christ cannot mature in my spiritual children if they 



are unwilling to joyfully hang with Christ on the cross. But, adding 
further, “the heart of a mother that beats within me wishes to do 
everything in its power to help ease this burden, so this my children 
do not have so much cross and suffering to bear.” All in all, my dear 
friends, I want to be a father to those entrusted to my care, a 
spiritual father, so that Christ may take form in my spiritual children. 
A unique ideal and yet so easy to see.

In Answer to the Needs of Our Times

If we now take this ideal and compare it to all the wishes we 
discover in our hearts earlier, all the wishes we find reiterated in the 
literature of our time, I don’t believe we will find it difficult to see a 
corresponding answer to all these wishes in this ideal, nor see in the 
priestly father with his priestly fatherly motherly attitude everything 
we could ever hope from or demand of a modern priest.

First, he must be supernatural.
The priest we have just described is indeed entirely on God’s side. 
To be sure, he is a man chosen from among men, but with the call 
to lead his people again and again to the Eternal, to the Infinite, to 
the Living God...

Second, we hope from the modern priest that he be close to life. 
“Close to life” can be interpreted many ways, but if I know that the 
priest is my real spiritual father and sees himself as a spiritual 
father, it is plain that this brings a human nearness greater than one 
can hardly imagine. Distance, being lifted up to God, is therefore not 
the only factor in play; it is accompanied by a unique human 
nearness and a delicate reverence for each spiritual child - a 
reverence for the person and for his or her unique originality.

Thirdly, it goes without saying that a spiritual father will be especially 
attuned to the needs of the weak and disadvantaged.
That is a part of his nature. Like Our Lord before him, he too eats 
and drinks with the tax collectors and sinners.



When the final word is spoken all our wishes shall find fulfillment to 
the extent that each priest - including our new priest today - 
succeeds in carrying out this programme now placed into our hands, 
“I will be your father and you shall really and truly be my children.” 

O Mary, Mother of Jesus Christ and Mother of priests, accept 
this title which we bestow on you to celebrate your motherhood and to 
contemplate with you the priesthood of, your Son and of your sons, 
O holy Mother of God. O Mother of Jesus Christ, you were 

with him at the beginning of his life and mission, you sought the 
Master among the crowd, you stood beside him when he was lifted up 

from the earth consumed as the one eternal sacrifice, and you had 
John, your son, near at hand; accept from the beginning those who 

have been called, protect their growth, in their life ministry 
accompany your sons, O Mother of Priests. Amen 



chapter four
someone like us

We now turn to the second part [of the quote from the letter to the 
Hebrews]: ex hominibus assumptus. The priest is chosen from 
among men,he is a human being like ourselves. What does this ex 
hominibus mean? It means the priest is also chosen from among 
weak and sinful creatures subject to the weight of original sin. We 
must never forget: regardless of how close to God ordination may 
being the priest, regardless of how much he has been drawn into 
the being and action of the Living God, he still remains a human 
being with all the failings of a human being.

If we remember this, we will be less confused when our priests do 
not live up to the ideal. As Cardinal Faulhaber [9] once said, 
precisely this is a proof of the greatness of the Kingdom of God- 
even if its pillars crumble and fall, the edifice does not collapse. After 
all, it is ultimately God who works through the priest, even through 
the sinful priest. Does not the Church teach that the sacraments 
administered by a priest who sins are nonetheless valid? It is God 
who is ultimately present and active through the priest. Blessed 
Cardinal Newman [10], who himself suffered much because of the 
Church’s weaknesses and was subjected to so much persecution 
from the authorities of the Church, once prayed:

Dear God,
take care that I am not misled
by the weaknesses of your instruments, your priests.
See to it that behind them, in them, 
and in their words and actions 
I ever, ever only see
the only begotten Son of God
and adore the only begotten Son of God.

Ex hominibus - a human being! My friends, I think we ought to recall 
how grateful we should be that God uses weak human instruments. 
If he used angels, or canonizable saints, how difficult it would be, for 
instance, to confess our sins again and again, or even to join in 



common conversation with our priests. Because as a human being 
the priest is an instrument of God, he knows his own weaknesses 
and is always of a mind to receive and serve us in our smallness 
too.

From a Human Family

Once more: ex hominibus - a human being! The priest is chosen 
from among weak creatures. He knows what it means to live in the 
most basic human relationships we all share. What does that mean? 
We must not only look on our priests in and of themselves, but also 
see them, for instance, in connection with their parents. What do I 
mean by that? As we have heard, a good many Catholic parents 
have the longing that one of their sons might be called to the 
priesthood. What does that mean? How much does the 
development of a priestly vocation depend on the education in the 
family! How self evident that is!

Think, for instance, of Pope St. Pius X (1835-1914). He had a 
delightfully simple and unaffected relationship with his simple 
parents. When he became bishop he visited his home town, Riese, 
to show his mother his bishop’s ring and let her share in his joy. 
What was his unpretentious mother’s reply? “Guiseppe, never forget 
that without my wedding ring worn in faithfulness you never would 
have received yours.” The meaning of this simple statement is clear.

A human being. I ask myself: If I want my family to be blessed with a 
priestly vocation - and how much do the Church and world need 
priests today! - if I want my family to be blessed with a religious 
vocation, what must I do? Live a family life and educate in such a 
way that under normal conditions a priestly or religious vocation is 
possible. This means a family atmosphere in which it is possible.

If you want to penetrate this thought more precisely, my friends, I 
can think of no better way than to turn to the family from which 
Christ, the Eternal High Priest, came. What kind of atmosphere was 
in his family in Nazareth? It was formed by the mother, the Blessed 
Mother. And which atmosphere was that? Immaculata spirit, 



virginitas spirit, ancilla spirit [12]. In other words, in our family, too, 
love must “wield the scepter”. Which spirit, which “scepter”? 
Freedom from all voluntary sin - Immaculata spirit! Which spirit? The 
spirit of virginity, i.e. everything in our lives, in my entire family, must 
lead to God. Which spirit? The spirit of service! We want to serve - 
serve one another and serve the living God; serve wherever it is 
possible, whenever we have the opportunity.

Once more: ex hominibus, chosen from among men, a human being 
with human weaknesses, a human being with a human family. That 
is the meaning of ex hominibus, an earthly human being. The priest 
remains and must remain in touch with human relationships.

This also includes the relationship to those human beings already in 
heaven, especially our Blessed Mother. A human being! For a home 
to be a place where priestly and religious vocations can grow, it is 
evident that Our Lady must “wield the scepter” in the family. Mary 
has not only been given a special task as Mother of priests, as we 
see when Our Lord entrusted John to her from the cross (cf Jn 19, 
15f), but far beyond that is entrusted with the distribution of all 
graces to all mankind. And who is the usual instrument of the 
distribution of these graces? The priest, the administrator of the 
sacraments! How great must her interest then be in her priests and 
the families from which, should God so will, priests and religious 
shall be called!.. 

Send, O Lord, Labourers Into Your Vineyard!

My dear friends! Do we now understand the dignity and mission of 
the priest? Let me add that everything we have learned about the 
Catholic priest is also true of this young priest we see here at the 
altar for the first time today. What do we wish him with all our 
hearts? That he may always keep the ideal St. Paul proposes to us 
today clearly in view, and that he may always try to realize it in his 
life.

And what wish do we bring to him for ourselves, especially as we 
approach him for the individual priestly blessing? What is our 



request? That he pray for us, that he fold his hands in prayer for us 
to God the Eternal Father and to Our Lady, begging and imploring, 
“Send, O Lord, labourers into your vineyard,” labourers taken from 
our families too, “and spare your people! [13]

At the same time, of course, we should not forget that we get the 
priests we deserve. If we want to see priests come from our 
congregations, we must, in a certain sense, help earn them. 

Send, O Lord, labourers into your vineyard and spare your people!
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7 Cf. 2 Cor 6,11 7,3; especially 6,13.
8 St. Francis de Sales (1567 1622), French bishop and doctor of the 
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9 Cardinal Michael Faulhaber of Munich, Germany (1869-1957).
10 Blessed Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890).
12 I.e. the spirit of the Immaculate Conception (freedom from 
voluntary sin), of virginity (love entirely given to God), and of service 
(cf. Lk 1,38: Behold, the handmaid of the Lord).
13 A favourite prayer for vocations of St. Vincent Pallotti 
(1795-1850). 

We would like to express our deep appreciation to Father Jonathan Niehaus of the Schoenstatt 
Fathers in Waukesha, USA for his translation of the original sermons from Fr. Kentenich in Milwaukee, 
on which this text is based. Father Jonathan died recently, suffering from cancer. We pray that all his 
efforts to bring the vision of priesthood from Father Kentenich, may bear many fruits and inspire many 
young people to follows Jesus Christ as his priest.
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