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About Reading at Holy Mass 
The Ministry of reading God’s Word aloud for others in Church is both a privilege and a 
challenge. Just as others in our Parish Community may be Ministers of the Eucharist and 

assist in distributing Holy Communion, so Readers are entrusted with the sharing of God’s 
Word. Through you, people have the opportunity to receive the Good News of the Father’s 
purpose and His love; through that proclamation, they will be given light and life. If you can 

hear and understand what God is saying through His Word, others will too. You will be 
able to read well if you prepare for your Ministry through prayer and reflection. 

About the Readings 
There is a three yearly cycle of readings – year A,B and C. The year ends on the last 

Sunday before Advent. Before Mass, check that the Lectionary is open at the right page: 
the number of the Sunday (eg 27th) and the year (A,B or C). This will ensure that what you 

read will be the same as the Mass Sheet being used by the congregation. If you do not 
have a Missal then Check the Mass Sheet [Sheets in the Sacristy] so that you can go 

through the readings at home and check the pronunciation of any unfamiliar words. Don’t 
worry too much about proper names - there is no one around from that time to correct you. 
The trick is to be consistent and appear confident that your pronunciation is the correct one.

Young people are welcome and needed We proclaim the Word of God

A gift has to be received and opened The Reading is the “Father’s Love Letter”

TIPS



Prepare the Readings 
well and beforehand 
Read the passages 
carefully by yourself for 
meaning. What do you 
want to emphasise during 
the Reading. What is the 
main message? 
  
Make contact with 
your Listeners  
Look up for a moment 
before you begin to read; 
remember your Ministry is 
for the good of others. You 
are proclaiming the Word 
of God. 

Read slowly enough 
People need a chance to 
take in the message - don't 
rush. During the week, the 
congregation do not have 
a Mass Sheet, so they 
have to listen intently or 

they get nothing from the 
Reading. 

Pause, look at the 
Congregation 
Where appropriate make 
a brief pause and look up 
at the Congregation. The 
worst thing you can do, is 
to speak in a continuous 
“monatone”. Put different 
levels of emphasis in your 
voice to make the Reading 
more accessible and 
interesting. 

Read loudly enough 
The volume of your voice is 
important. Parishioners can 
then hear comfortably and 
listen properly. Put in 
enough meaning to respect 
the style of the text. Even 
with the use of a 
microphone, you still have 
to project your voice. 

Imagine that you are 
speaking to Parishioners in 
the last pews at the back. 

At the end of the 
Reading, pause... 
As you come to the end of 
the Reading, pause for a 
moment of silent prayer 
before looking up and 
saying “The Word of the 
Lord.” 

Gospel Acclamation 
You should announce this 
as “the Gospel 
Acclamation” or “Let us 
stand to greet the Gospel.” 
Usually, we sing the 
“alleluia” and then you 
read the acclamation and 
then the congregation will 
join in the singing of the 
“alleluia” again. 

TIPS 
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Introduction to the 
Mass The introduction and 
welcome before Mass 
starts is important as the 
special intentions of 
Parishioners are read. The 
intentions should be read 
slowly and clearly so that 
people can hear them. 

Bidding Prayers 
Whilst you are checking 
the readings before Mass, 
it is recommended that you 
read through the Bidding 
Prayers, which will be on a 
sheet of paper in the 
Sacristy. The formula for 
the bidding prayers is an 
intention, not a prayer - in 
other words, giving people 
an intention to pray about. 
Therefore, it is important to 
PAUSE after each intention 
has been announced to 

give people time to 
understand the intention, 
to identify with it and to 
pray in silence about it 
before you invite their 
response with words such 
as “Lord hear us” - or 
“Lord, in your mercy.” 
After the bidding prayers 
have been concluded, 
there is a time for silent 
prayer and then you need 
to introduce the “Hail 
Mary” - the Congregation 
will join in. And remember, 
don't rush. 

Let the priest know 
that you have arrived 
It is always good practice 
to talk to the priest before 
the beginning of Holy 
Mass in case there is 
something different or 
extra. Sometimes, there 

may be an extra sheet to 
be distributed at the end of 
Holy Mass. 

Going up to the 
Lectern Remember to 
walk up to the Lectern with 
plenty of time, making a 
bow in front of the altar at 
the middle of the 
Sanctuary and the same 
again when you return to 
your seat. 

How do I become a 
Reader? 
If you wish to become a 
reader at St Peter in 
Chains, we are delighted 
to welcome you to our 
Team. Please speak to 
Michelle, in the Parish 
Office: 01294 464063 
Thank you!
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Reading and Explaining the Word of God  
When the Scriptures are read in the 
Church, God himself is speaking to his 
people, and Christ, present in his own 
word, is proclaiming the Gospel. The 
readings of God's word must therefore be 
listened to by all with reverence; they 
make up a principal element of the 
liturgy. In the biblical readings, God's 
word addresses all people of every era 
and is understandable to them, and a 
fuller understanding and efficacy are 
fostered by a living commentary on it, 
that is to say, by the homily, understood 
as an integral part of the liturgical action. 
 
Vocal Expression of the Different Texts 
The Readings are to be delivered in a 
loud and clear voice, whether by the 
priest or deacon or by the lector, or by 
all, the tone of voice should correspond 
to the genre of the text, that is, 
accordingly as it is a reading, a prayer, 
an instruction, an acclamation, or a 
liturgical song; the tone should also be 
suited to the form of celebration and to 
the solemnity of the gathering. For 
example, the Bible Readings are different 
from the Psalm - as the Psalm is a 
prayerful song. 
 
Silence  
The liturgy of the word must be 
celebrated in such a way as to promote 
meditation. For this reason, any kind of 
haste which impedes recollection must be 
clearly avoided. Brief moments of silence 
are appropriate during the liturgy. Such 
moments should be suitable for the 
gathered assembly, in which the Word of 
God is taken into the heart by the 
fostering of the Holy Spirit, and its 
response is prepared through prayer. 
Such moments of silence are opportunely 
observed after the first and second 
reading, and then, at the completion of 
the homily. 

Dignity of the Holy Mass 
The Eucharist is the vital centre of all that 
the Church is and does. At its heart is the 
real presence of the crucified, risen and 
glorified Lord, who continues his saving 
work among us. The Second Vatican 
Council reminded us: ‘the most holy 
Eucharist holds within itself the whole 
spiritual treasure of the Church, namely 
Christ himself, our Passover and our living 
bread’. (cf. One Bread One Body 3) 
All who exercise a liturgical ministry need 
a proper preparation for their 
responsibilities. They are to have the 
competence to perform the particular 
ministry with which they have been 
entrusted. 

Good Preparation needed 
In proclaiming the word of God from 
Sacred Scripture, readers exercise their 
responsibility in mediating the presence of 
Christ. God speaks to the assembly 
through them, and the impact of God’s 
message will depend significantly on their 
conviction, their preparation, and their 
delivery. 

For as the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven, 
and do not return there 
until they have watered they earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout,  
giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be 
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish  
that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing  
for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 55:10-11 
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