
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

12th Ordinary Sunday of Year  (A) 21st  June 2020 

Contact Details 

Father Duncan McVicar 

St Peter’s Presbytery 

1 South Crescent Road 

Ardrossan,  

KA22 8DU 

01294 464063 

duncan.mcvicar@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

 

PARISH OFFICE DETAILS 

01294 464063 

ardrossan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 

 

WEEKLY BULLETIN - If you would like to receive the 

weekly Bulletin and updates by email, please get in touch 

with the Parish Office and send us your email address. If 

you know of someone who would like to be included on the 

mailing list, please let us know. Thanks! 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

07722 246169  (Ardrossan) 
 

07910 194401  (West Kilbride) 

St. Peter’s in Chains,  

and St. Bride's,  

are Parishes 

in the RC Diocese of  

Galloway. 

Scottish Charity 

Registration Number: 

SC 010576 

 

WEBSITES 

www.saintpeterinchains.net 

www.saintpeterinchains.co.uk 

www.stbrideschurch.co.uk 

THE LORD'S DAY AT HOME 

Introduction 
We are back in “Ordinary Time” for our Sundays now – all the way to 
Advent! On these Sundays we will be reading through the Gospel of Saint 
Matthew week by week. Today we hear Jesus reminding us how much 
our God loves us, and encouraging us not to be afraid. We pray that we 
may always have confidence in God’s love for us. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 10:26-33 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For everything 
that is now covered will be uncovered, and everything now hidden will 
be made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what 
you hear in whispers, proclaim from the housetops. ‘Do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a 
penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without your Father knowing. 
Why, every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to 
be afraid; you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows. ‘So if anyone 
declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself for 
him in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns 
me in the presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my Father in 
heaven.’ 
 
Reflection 
Social media has expanded the ways in which we connect with each 
other, though sometimes not for the best! There can be the temptation 
to view our relationships in numbers – how many “friends” or 
“followers” do you have? Sometimes there can be an anonymity in these 
relationships: we don’t really know anything about the people we 
“connect” with! How different is our God, who knows and values each 
one of us more than we can imagine: “You are worth more than 
hundreds of sparrows”! Sometimes we do not value life as we should – 
whether our own lives or the lives of others. To God our loving Father 
every single human life is of immense value, every person is loved, every 
hair on every head has been counted! Let us embrace god’s love, and at 
the same time seek to value the lives of others more and more. 

Just for a laugh... 
• Three priests from Ayrshire sat discussing the best positions for prayer 
while a telephone repairman worked nearby. "Kneeling is definitely best," 
claimed one. "No," another contended. "I get the best results standing 
with my hands outstretched to Heaven." "You're both wrong," the third 
insisted. "The most effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face down 
on the floor." The repairman could contain himself no longer. "Hey, 
Fathers, " he interrupted, "the best prayin' I ever did was hangin' upside 
down from a telephone pole!” 
 

• The devil says:  “With the Covid-19 I closed all your churches. God says: 
On the contrary, I opened one in each home! This is the Domestic Church. 
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12
th
 Week of the Year (A) 

Thought for the Day 
[Thoughts about how we can tell the world's greatest story] 

 

Sunday 

21st June 

12
th

 Sunday of the Year (A) - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes. 

What does it mean to preach the Gospel? Among other ways this preaching could be described, it means 
telling the story of Jesus, what one film calls “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” The name of Jesus means “God 
saves” (Matthew 1:21). To tell the story of Jesus, then, is to tell the story of God, the story of those He came to 
save and to tell the story of how this all works in each human life. So what are the basic building blocks of the 
story of Jesus? Here is a version of the Gospel in seven simple points: 
1. God created each of us, the universe, and everything in it out of love - We are not accidents! When we 
consider the beauty and order of creation — from the incredible pictures we see of outer space to the 
wonders of the way our bodies work — it just doesn’t make sense to say that this is all the product of 
purposeless processes with no higher power making it all and making it all work. He created the universe from 
nothing, and humanity is the crowning achievement of God’s visible creation. Unfortunately, we haven’t 
always acted like it. 
 

Monday     

22nd June 

12
th

 Week of the Year (A) - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes.. 

2. Sin infects the world, and death is the consequence of sin - British Catholic author G.K. Chesterton once 
described the problem of sin in the world as a truth “as plain as potatoes.” When we look at the world around 
us and, frankly, when we look inside of our hearts, we know that things are not the way they ought to be. 
There is evil in the world, and each of our hearts is infected with some measure of evil desire.  
 

Tuesday 

23rd June 

12
th

 Week of the Year (A) - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes. 

3. We cannot solve the problems of sin and death - Like a child who breaks something valuable and tries to fix 
it, we simply don’t have the power to fix what we’ve broken through sin. We need to be rescued, or death is 
our only possible destiny. The Book of Job captures this plight powerfully when Job says, “Is not man’s life on 
earth a drudgery?” and then, “My life is like the wind; I shall not see happiness again” (7:1, 7). Any one of us 
could say those words truthfully if we had been left to ourselves to recover from the wounds of sin. 
 

Wednesday 

24th June 

Solemnity of the Nativity of St John the Baptist - 
Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes. 

4. God has come to the rescue ... and more - God has not left us to recover from the wounds of sin on our 
own. In His unfathomable love for us, He has sent His only Son to become one of us (cf. John 3:16). In his life, 
death and resurrection, Jesus saves us from condemnation and wins for us a life beyond anything we could 
have imagined. He offers us the power to become like Him, to share in His life forever. 
 

Thursday 

25th June 

12
th

 Week of the Year (A) - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes. 

5. What God has done in Jesus, He has done once and for all - St. Peter says in the Acts of the Apostles, “There 
is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by 
which we are to be saved” (4:12). Any person who is saved from sin and death, without exception, is saved by 
Jesus Christ. Even in the case of someone being saved without explicitly believing in Jesus, that person must 
somehow implicitly say “yes” to God with all his heart. 
 

Friday 

26th June 

12
th

 Week of the Year (A) - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes, Michael 
Fitzpatrick (A) and Karen Fitzpatrick (A). 

6. God’s ‘once and for all’ rescue stretches across time and space in the life of His Church. God “wills everyone 
to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). And so Christ established the Church, 
calling Peter “the rock” upon whom He would build His Church (Matthew 16:18) and telling His first apostles 
to “proclaim the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15), to baptize and teach God’s commandments 
(Matthew 28:19-20), to celebrate the Eucharist (Luke 22:19), and that the Eucharist would bring to the 
baptized the gift of eternal life (John 6:54-55). And for 2,000 years the Church has been working to distribute 
the gifts of God to every corner of the globe, beginning with those first apostles. 
 

Saturday 

27th June 

Our Lady's Day - Father Duncan will celebrate the Mass for our Parishes. 

7. ‘What must I do to be saved?’ (Acts 16:30) — ‘Repent and be baptized’ (Acts 2:38). Salvation is a gift, not 
something we earn. But as with any gift, we need to be receptive and make good use of what we have been 
given, with a spirit of gratitude. God is calling each of us to turn our lives over to Him. Each of us is called to 
repent of our sins, to believe in Jesus Christ, and to become united to Him through the sacrament of Baptism. 
Baptism makes us members of God’s family in the Church, and then we are called to live as a family, in union 
with Christ and with each other. We do this especially in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and in the celebration 
of the other sacraments, in prayer, in works of charity, and in sharing our faith with others. This is the story of 
Jesus, and it is the story of every member of His Church. It is truly the greatest story ever told. Every Catholic 
needs to learn this story and pray for the grace and courage to share it with others.  



  The Eyes of a Father 
This teenager lived alone with his father, and the two of them had a very special relationship. Even though the son was always with the substitutes, 
his father was always in the stands cheering. He never missed a game of football. This young man was still the smallest of the class when he 
entered high school. But his father continued to encourage him but also made it very clear that he did not have to play football if he didn't want to. 
But the young man loved football and decided to hang in there. He was determined to try his best at every practice, and perhaps he'd get to play 
when he became older. All through high school the son never missed a practice nor a game. His faithful father was always in the stands, always 
with words of encouragement for him. When the young man went to college, he decided to try for the college football team. Everyone was sure he 
could never make it, but he did. The trainer admitted that he kept him on the list because he always puts his heart and soul into every practice, and 
at the same time, provided the other members with the spirit and enthusiasm they badly needed. The news that he had survived the tests thrilled 
him so much that he rushed to the nearest phone and called his father. His father shared his excitement and was sent tickets for all the college 
games. This persistent young athlete never missed practice during his four years at college, but he never got to play in the game. It was the end of 
his senior football season, and as he trotted onto the practice field shortly before the big play-off game, the trainer met him with a terrible piece of 
news. The trainer told him: "I am sorry, but your father died this morning. We have just received the news . I am so sorry!” The coach put his arm 
gently around his shoulder and said, "Take the rest of the week off, son. And don't even plan to come back to the game on Saturday. Saturday 
arrived, and the game was not going well. During the second half, a silent young man quietly slipped into the empty locker room and put on his 
football gear. As he ran onto the sidelines, the coach and his players were astounded to see their faithful teammate back so soon."Sir, please let 
me play. I've just got to play today," said the young man. The trainer pretended not to hear him. There was no way he wanted his worst player in 
this important game. But the young man persisted, and finally feeling sorry for the young man, the trainer gave in. "All right," he said."You can 
play." Before long, the trainer, the players and everyone in the stands could not believe their eyes. This little unknown, who had never played 
before was doing everything right. The opposing team could not stop him. He ran, he passed, and played like a star. His team began to triumph. 
The score was soon tied. In the closing seconds of the game, this young man received a brilliant pass and scored the winning goal. The fans broke 
loose. His teammates hoisted him onto their shoulders. Such cheering you've never heard! Finally, after the stands had emptied and the team had 
showered and left the locker room, the trainer noticed that the young man was sitting quietly in the corner all alone. The trainer came to him and 
said, "Son, I can't believe it. You were fantastic! Tell me what got into you? How did you do it?" He looked at the coach, with tears in his eyes, and 
said, "Well, you knew my dad died, but did you know that my dad was blind?" The young man swallowed hard and forced a smile, "Dad came to all 
my games, but today was the first time he could see me play, and I wanted to show him I could do it!” Happy Father’s Day! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mustard Seeds 

 

 
 

► FAREWELL AND WELCOME "This weekend we join 
together as "One Family" with St Peter's Ardrossan. We are delighted 
to welcome Fr. Duncan McVicar as our Parish Priest. We also say 
goodbye to Fr Joe who has retired this week. We wish him good 
health and happiness in his new home in Largs. We will bring you 
news on Mass Times and any restrictions as soon as we receive the 
advice. The Bulletin for both parishes is available on St. Peters 
Website, it will also be available as a handout at Mass and by email. 
If you would like to receive it by email please let me know and I will 
pass it on to the office. Also, please send any weekly information or 
news for the Bulletin,  to me by the Tuesday (prior to that weekend). 
Please stay safe" Phyllis Howie   howiephyllis@yahoo.co.uk 
 

► RE-OPENING OF ST. BRIDE’S FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
St Bride’s can now be re-opened for private prayer and visits after 
Sunday, 21st June 2020. Parish Stewards have to be available 
during the opening times, so that means we cannot be open every 
day, but will have to specify days and times. Stewards will be 
available for information and guide visitors through the safety 
procedures. This is a very welcome step, after more than twelve long 
weeks, of the Church being closed, so please make good use of the 
possibility. Christ is waiting for us in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. Let’s make a firm appointment with him and keep it. 
► MASS LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY Please tune-in to 

our daily Mass live-streamed from St Peter’s and join in the Mass 

from home. Just visit St Peter's Parish websites and you will find the 

link to the live-streaming on Youtube: Monday to Saturday: Rosary at 

9.35am, Mass at 10am. Sunday: Mass at 10.30am.  

► SCIAF WEE BOXES St Bride’s has sent £260 to the 
SCIAF Wee Box Appeal. If you have boxes still at home, please bring 
them when the Church is open for private prayer, or send the money 
directly yourself to SCIAF, or just hang on to them until the Church is 
fully open again. Thank you for your support and generosity! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

► RE-OPENING OF ST. PETER’S FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
St Peter’s can now be re-opened for private prayer and visits after 
Sunday, 21st June 2020. Parish Stewards have to be available 
during the opening times, so that means we cannot be open every 
day, but will have to specify days and times. Stewards will be 
available for information and guide visitors through the safety 
procedures. This is a very welcome step, after more than twelve long 
weeks, of the Church being closed, so please make good use of the 
possibility. Christ is waiting for us in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. Let’s make a firm appointment with him and keep it. 
► MASS LIVE-STREAMED EVERY DAY Please tune-in to 
our daily Mass live-streamed from St Peter’s and join in the Mass 
from home. Just visit our Parish websites and you will find the link to 
the live-streaming on Youtube: Monday to Saturday: Rosary at 
9.35am, Mass at 10am. Sunday: Mass at 10.30am. 
► CALL FOR ABLE-BODIED CLEANERS We are looking 
for some new cleaners for our Church. Our present team are in 
“lockdown” at the moment and are getting a well-deserved retirement 
after years of looking after God’s House. We have already new 
volunteers. So if you can join in, please get in touch with the Parish 
Office. We would love to hear from you. Thank you for your support. 
► IN AND AROUND THE CHURCH Many thanks to Hugh for 
all the painting and weeding during the Lockdown; small repairs were 
needed for the heating system in the Presbytery; Martin McLaughlin 
has spent hours in Church playing the Walker organ and making 
recordings on the digital piano. Many thanks for all the hard work in 
difficult circumstances. 
 

 

 
 

St. Peter's News 
Church will be open for private prayer on Wednesdays and 

Saturdays 11.30am till 12.30pm. 

St. Brides's News 
Church will be open for private prayer on Wednesdays 

11.30am till 12.30pm. 
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P&S JOINERS 
All types of joiner work carried out Doors & 

Locks, Laminate Floors, Flat Pack Assembly, 

Kitchens, Repairs & Alterations. 

Contact Paul. 

Mob. 07763021911 or 01294 608624 

 

Please Support our Advertisers 

 


