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“Weeting people where they are - leading them to where God calle them to be!”

Parish Bulletin ® Second Sunday of the Year ®» 18th January 2026

PARISH CHURCH ADDRESS
St Peter in Chains Church
1 South Crescent Road
Ardrossan, KA22 8DU

St. Bride's Church
9 Hunterston Road,
West Kilbride, KA23 9EX

PARISH PRIEST ADDRESS
Father Duncan McVicar

St Peter’s Presbytery

1 South Crescent Road
Ardrossan, KA22 8DU.
Telephone: 01294 464063

PARISH OFFICE DETAILS

Telephone: 01294 464063
ardrossan@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
St Peter’s Centre:

Fiona Brown 07907 389703
stpetersparishcentre1@gmail.com

PARISH WEBSITES
www.saintpeterinchains.co.uk
www.stbrideschurch.co.uk

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
07825 726904 (Ardrossan)
07586 433032 (West Kilbride)
07379 400568 (Saltcoats)
07498 501326 (Stevenston)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

St. Peter in Chains: Saturday between
4.45pm - 5.15pm

and by request.

St. Bride’s: By request.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS

Crosshouse: Fr Stephen McGrattan
crosshousehospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
01563 521832 ext:2

Ayr: Fr. Benjamin Mkeri
ayrhospital@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
01655 882145

MARRIAGE, FAMILE AND LIFE OFFICE
www.marriagefamilyandlife.org.uk
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The Baptism of Christ by
Giovanni Bellini

He was part of the artistic revival in Venice. Renaissance painters
often included imagery and symbolism in their paintings that
reflect the theological and devotional meditations of the time
period. As such, we can always understand better the Gospel when
we look at the bible scenes through the eyes of contemplative
artists, like Bellini. In this painting, Jesus is in the centre with three
figures to his right, and John the Baptist to his left. There is an
open space before Jesus, where we, the viewer, are to stand. Bellini
leaves us here in the riverbed a quiet and hidden invitation. High
above, God the Father watches over the scene with joy and
pleasure. The Spirit is descending upon Jesus, forming with the
Trinity a vertical axis that divides the canvas in two. John the
Baptist represents the bridge between the Old and the New
Testaments. On the left of the painting, there are three figures.
These are angels who are supporting our Lord, holding his clothing.
Christ has entered the riverbed for baptism. They are holding a red
cloak, which, alongside the red parrot, is foreshadowing the
Passion of Our Lord. You will notice that the riverbed is dry. Christ
is not standing in the waters of the Jordan. Rather, the waters of
the Jordan have stopped flowing, and they are visible behind
Jesus. This is in part a symbol of Christ’s divinity. At his presence,
the waters ceased to flow; as they did in the Red Sea when God
helped the Israelites escape from slavery in Egypt. Bellini invites
us, the viewer, to stand with Christ in baptism. Without him and
the waters of baptism, our lives are lost to the arid desert, depicted
on the right side of the painting. However, if we allow the waters of
baptism to be active in our lives, we are welcomed into the eternal
mansions of heaven. The choice is ours to make!




Liturgy of the Week - Second Week of the Year

ST PETER IN CHAINS ST PETER'S MASS ST BRIDE'S ST MARY'’S ST JOHN'S
Father Duncan McVicar INTENTIONS Fr Duncan McVicar | Canon Martin Poland | Canon Martin Poland
Canon Matt McManus RD = Recently Died, A = Fr Gerry Hamill Canon Matt McManus | Canon Matt McManus
Sister Ursula, Sister Anna Anniversary, T = Thanksgiving; Sister Ursula, Sister Ursula,
Sl = Special Intention Sister Anna Sister Anna
SATURDAY, 17TH JANUARY Alison Raynor (A) Holy Mass
Saturda Vigil Kevin Dorian (RD) at 4.30pm
Mass at 5.30pm
SUNDAY, 18TH JANUARY For all the deceased members Mass at 12.15pm Holy Mass Holy Mass
2nd Sunday of the Year (A) of our Parish of St Peter’s For all the deceased at 10am at 11.30am
Holy Mass at 10.30am members of our
Parish of St Bride’s
MONDAY, 19TH JANUARY Robert Hastings Snr (A)
Second Week of the Year Agnes Hastings (A)
Rosary at 9.30am
Holy Mass at 10am
TUESDAY, 20TH JANUARY Paul Donoheo (RD) Morning Prayer Holy Mass
gnecoqd V\Leek of th9e Xgar at 9.40am at 10am
orning Prayer at 9.40am
Holy Mass at 10am Holy Mass at 10am
WEDNESDAY, 21ST JANUARY Father Hendry (RD) Holy Mass
Memorial of St Agnes at 10am
Rosary at 9.30am
Holy Mass at 10am
THURSDAY, 22ND JANUARY For Peace thought the World Holy Mass
Second Week of the Year at 10am
Rosary at 9.30am
Holy Mass at 10am
FRIDAY, 23RD JANUARY John Butcher (A) Holy Mass Holy Mass
Second Week of the Year at 10am at 10am
Rosary at 9.30am
Holy Mass at 10am
Benediction at 10.30am
SATURDAY, 24TH JANUARY Ann Mackie - Paisley (RD) Holy Mass
3rd Sunday of the Year (A) at 4.30pm
Vigil Mass at 5.30pm

MEMORIAL OF ST AGNES ON WEDNESDAY

Almost nothing is known of this saint except that she was very
young—12 or 13—when she was martyred in the last half of the
third century. Various modes of death have been suggested—
beheading, burning, strangling. Legend has it that Agnes was a
beautiful girl whom many young men wanted to marry. Among
those she refused, one reported her to the authorities for being a
Christian. She was arrested and confined to a house of
prostitution. The legend continues that a man who looked upon
her lustfully lost his sight and had it restored by her prayer. Agnes
was condemned, executed, and buried near Rome in a catacomb =
that eventually was named after her. The daughter of |
Constantine built a basilica in her honour. z

PLEASE REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS
THIS WEEK
Jim McEwan, Peter
Brawley, Margaret
Hanna, Monica Taylor,
Father John Sweeney.

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AT THIS TIME OF YEAR

Canon Michael Farrington 2009, Margaret McLaughlan 2005, Alison
Trayner 2024, Thelma Carrick 2005, Annie Boyle O'Hare 1967, Celio
Staffieri 2017, Mary Catherine Teggart 1999, Frances Vennard 2000,
Thomas West 2005, Bessie Brown 1982, Peggy Gray 2010, Addie
Hissey 2009, Margaret McMillan 2009, Margaret Jane Brennan 1964,
Betty Kelly 2011, Hugh Taylor 2016, John Curran 2013, Carolyn
McGinn 2025, Annie Monan 1998, James Cunningham 1986,
Michael Lynn 2005, James McCormack 1999, Catherine Welsh 2005,
Joe Marshall 2013, Sally McKane 2021, John McKay 1957, Alistair
Ramsay 2025.

AND FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE DIED RECENTLY
Thomas Fox




* Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an annual
ecumenical observance traditionally held from January
18th to January 25th. Theme for 2026: "There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling." (Ephesians 4:4). The prayers and
reflections for this year have been prepared by the
faithful of the Armenian Apostolic Church, along with
their brothers and sisters of the Armenian Catholic and
Evangelical Churches. This Week of prayer is an
opportunity for Christians across different traditions
worldwide to pray together for the visible unity of the
Church, reflecting Jesus' own prayer "that they may all
be one" (John 17:21). It is a vital time to: Reflect on the
progress made on the ecumenical journey. Pray for a
deeper communion among all followers of Christ. And
Act to link our reflections with concrete actions for
justice and peace. We can say this prayer for every day
of this special week “Eternal Father, we praise you for
sending your Son to be one of us and to save us. Look upon your
people with mercy, for we are divided in so many ways, and
grve us the Spirit of Jesus to make us one in love. We ask this
gift, loving Father; through Fesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” For
this special week, a prayer booklet form the Ardrossan
Churches will be available with contributions for all the
different Churches in Ardrossan, including St Peter’s.

* Funeral Service for Thomas Fox

Please pray for the Repose of the Soul of Thomas Fox,
who died on 26th December, aged 71 years. His Funeral
Service will be in the Clyde Coast Crematorium on
Tuesday, 20th January at 3pm. May he rest in peace and
rise in glory.

* Dates for your Diary - St Peter's VERY INPORTANT |

On Sunday 1st February 2026, we will be holding “An
afternoon of Scottish Entertainment with a taste of
Burns” in the Parish Centre commencing at 2:00pm.
Tickets will be available in early in 2026. We will also be
holding a Bingo Night on 28th February 2026 to raise
funds to send children to Lourdes. Further information
will be published in due course. Watch this space!

= Pilgrim of Hope Play

If you missed the play “Pilgrim of Hope” in St Peter’s
Church Hall here’s another chance to see it for
NOTHING, and in the comfort of your own home. Go
to YouTube and search for “AGAP Theatre Presents
Pilgrim of Hope”. Actor Stephen Callahan at his very
best. Enjoy. After viewing, let us know your thoughts.

* Emergency On-Call at our Hospitals

Father Duncan will be on emergency on-call for our
Hospitals from this Sunday until 25th January. Please
keep all those who are sick or in Hospital in your
thoughts and prayers.

* Year of the Holy Spirit in Galloway
Please make sure you have copies of the Diocesan
Prayer Card to the Holy Spirit for use at home, in
school and at Holy Mass in Church. Prayer Cards are
available at the back of Church. There will be a special
Mass with Bishop Frank on Tuesday, 20th January at
7pm in the Cathedral in Ayr to begin this special Year.

* Bible Group - St Peter’s VERY MPORTANT

Our next Meeting for the Parish Bible Group will be on
Tuesday, 20th January at 7pm in the Parish House.

VERY IMPORTANT |

Everyone is very welcome to join in, as we look at the
Readings for the coming Sunday.

* Four Ways to get to know Jesus

John the Baptist perhaps did not know Jesus by sight. He
had to know Jesus by faith. We are like John in many ways,
and we too have the ability to know Jesus by faith. In fact,
there are four clear ways to find Jesus this week: Reading
the Gospels, Attending mass and Eucharistic adoration,
Joining the Church community in prayer, Finding Jesus in
the poor and needy. No Catholic can say that they can’t
find Jesus today!

: The priest’s Sumday sermon was Forgive Your :
: Enemies. Toward the end of the Mass, Hei
fasked his comngregation, “how many of you!
:have forgiven their enemies”? About ko.bf ketdi
tup their hands, He then repeated his question.:
i As ik was past lunchtime, this time about ¥o:

ercent held up their hands. He then repeated :
:his question again. ALl responded, except onhe:
! small ei.dertj Lo\dj ‘Mrs. Jownes?” w\quwed the :
 priest, are you hot willing te forgive your i
tenemies? "I dont have any” she replied.:
Psmiling sweebtly, “Mrs. Jones, that is very:
guhusuat. How old are you?” “Nineby-three,” she :
: replied. “Oh Mrs. Jones, what a blessing and ai
flesson to us all you are. Would you please
! come down in front of this covxgrego.hou and :
i tell us all how a person can live nineby-three :
ears ahnd nobt have an enemy in the world!:
! The Little sweetheart of a lady tottered dowmn :
i the aisle, faced the congregation, and said “I:
: outlived the old hags! :

— St Peter’s Parish Stewardship « ¥ ‘
N Offertory for 11th January: £685.63 mha'nk
Building Fund for 11th January: £254.96 YO“’
C Banker's Orders: £4072 J

— St Bride's Parish Stewardship
Offertory for 4th January: £143.40
Banker’s Orders: £1094

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY!




Please support our Advertisers with your Patronage

15 Manse Street, ™
Saltcoats KA21 5AA
Tel: 01294 467486

Quality Keycutters

Bank of Scotland Buildings,

57 Dockhead Street,

Saltcoats, Ayrshire, KA21 5EH
e-mail: p.walsh@jascampbell.co.uk
website: jascampbell.co.uk

THE STUDIO COBBLER [,

Contact: Peter Walsh Solicitor _
01294 464301

McLAUGHLIN CONSTRUCTION

Construction® Developments*Maintenance*Property
13Ailsa Road, Irvine Industnial Estate, Irvine, KA12 SLR
Telephone 01294 322800 Fax 01294 322700

Would your business benefit from advertising in our bulletin?

spaces how available
Contact St. Peter’s Parish Office on or294 464063
or by email: ardrossan(@gallowaydiocese.org.uk

BUTE SERVICE CENTRE LLP

MOTs For CARS,VANS & BIKES

DEALER LEVEL DIAGNOSTICS

REPAIRS & SERVICING FOR OLD & NEW VEHICLES
25 Harbour Road, Ardrossan TEL: 01294 603556

TAYLOR AND HENDERSON

Solicitors, Estate Agents
& Financial Advisors
51 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats
Telephone: 01294 464341
www. taylorandhenderson.co.uk

BRENDAN TUMILTY
Painter & Decorator
Interior and exterior
Ne job teo big or too small
Telephone 469078
Mobile 07810 148825

+8 Princes Soeer Ardrossan, KAZ2 SDF
Tel: 01294 537900

A& L INncLis

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

imfo@inglisfuneraldirectors.com
www.inglishaneraldirectors.com

PaTr McCALLUM

JOINERS - GLAZIERS - BUILDERS
ALTERATIONS - CONVERSIONS - ROOFWORK

TeL: 01294 467495
Mos: 07785 372715

Tel: 01294 464733

breenrocfing®aol.com
wrw breen=roofing.co.uk
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I uneral | Directors

Saltcoats, KA21 6JX
Mobile: 07977628117 /01294 602261
email: mjmcdplumbing@aol.co

_— ‘l ravel — 24 | 1x~ur,ﬁ:1r\u:~
T &l 43T “ax: OG0T
16 - 70 seat coaches Tel: 01294 602669 iy e :r | g
Coach & Mini-bus hire www.coachtravel.co ““ " :* o , .f' .mf
MJ McDermott | | Monica Taylor woul like to thank Fr
umpin eatin == § Duncan and the family of St Peter's in
Plumb };& Hd g = ‘
155 High Roa

BAR & RESTAURANT, PARTIES & FUNERALS,
CINEMA & SOFT PLAY.
R, 01294 279274 @) infoapremierleisuresalctoats.co.uk
& The Esplanade, Saltcoats KA21 5DE

Chains for all your support and prayers
recently. I want to wish my family, friends
and the parish community a Blessed
Christmas and all the graces
of the season for 2026.

Coastal Capers

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Service
Let me keep your furry friends
active, happy and cared for.
Call: Suzanne Shiells 07866 565014

Email: 3townscoastalcaners@g

This advertising space has been
generously donated

This Space could be
yours!

ST PETER’S
PARISH CENTRE
HALL HIRE AVAILABLE

WeddingseBirthdayseChnstenings+Funerals

St Peter’s Stall

Cards, Candles,
Statues, Mass Cards,
A wonderful selection

of Cards & Gifts

Available Now!

N Contact: Fiona 07907 389703
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